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September 7, 2017

The Honorable Laura Cox

Michigan House of Representatives
124 North Capitol Avenue

Lansing, M1 48909

Dear Representative Cox:

We write as Safe Kids coalitions around our state in strong support of your legislation to strengthen
Michigan’s child passenger safety law, which will protect the most vulnerable people in our state, our
children.

Your legislation comes at an important time because for the first time in decades there’s a trend
upwards in road fatalities for all populations throughout the nation. Between 2014 and 2015, there was
a 6 percent increase in the number of fatalities for kids 0-8.' (See chart on page 2.)

The bill responds to the most recent set of recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics
that requires the smallest kids to be rear facing in a car seat up to age two or weighing less than 30
pounds and kids who are no more than 57 inches and weigh 50 pounds or more to be in a booster seat.
These careful recommendations are based on evidence:

¢ Children under the age of two are 75% less likely to sustain a serious injury or die when they are
in a rear-facing car seat."

* The odds of injury for children riding in booster seats are 59 percent lower than the risks
children face when using safety belts alone."

*  From 2000-2015, for children 0-8, there has been a 47 percent decrease in the number of motor
vehicle related child passenger fatalities. '

This is so important because parents and caregivers look to the laws of their states on how to keep their
kids safe in cars. A study based on a survey of Michigan parents concluded that “legislation was a key
determinant of the level of use and the motivation to use booster seats.”” Some 60% of sometime users
and non-users of booster seats said they would be more likely to use booster seats regularly if required
by law."

Safe Kids is a network of organizations dedicated to protecting kids from unintentional injuries, the

number one cause of death to children in the United States. We work with a network of more than 418
coalitions in the U.S. on a range of injuries from sports injuries to highway and motor vehicle tragedies.
We have a strong presence in Michigan with 14 coalitions, including Safe Kids Michigan. In addition, for



twenty years Safe Kids has partnered with the General Motors Foundation on child safety involving kids
“on the road.”

Passage of this bill would be an important advance for the safety of Michigan’s children. We thank you
for your consideration of this bill. Kindly contact our coalition leader in Grand Rapids if you have any
questions, Jennifer Hoekstra, 616.485.0205 or Jennifer.Hoekstra@helendevoschildrens.org.

Sincerely,
Safe Kids West Michigan
Safe Kids Greater Grand Rapids
Safe Kids Capital Area
Safe Kids Greater Flint Michigan
Safe Kids Kalamazoo
Safe Kids Huron Valley
Safe Kids Metro Detroit
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