
 
 
October 31, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jerry Petrowski 
Wisconsin Senate 
State Capitol, Room 123 South 
PO Box 7882 
Madison, WI 53707-7882 

The Honorable Jeffrey Mursau 
Wisconsin State Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 113 West 
PO Box 8953 
Madison, WI 53708 

 
Dear Senator Petrowski and Representative Mursau: 

We write in support of your legislation AB 575/SB 486, which will strengthen the law in Wisconsin on life 

jacket use for children under the age of 10 in recreational vessels. This is so important because boating plays 

such an important part in Wisconsin’s recreational culture—our state’s citizens and visitors enjoy over 44,000 

miles of rivers and 15,000 lakes aboard more than 625,000 registered boats. This bill represents needed 

protection for the most vulnerable users of our state’s beautiful waterways, our children. 

The bill will require passengers under 10 years old on recreational vessels to wear a properly fitting life jacket 

when not below deck or inside an enclosed cabin. Evidence shows how important this requirement is: 

 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, drowning is the number one cause of death for 

children 1-4, and the second leading cause for children 5-9.1  

 Recreational boating accidents in the U.S. resulted in over 500 people drowning last year alone, 83% of whom 

were not wearing a life jacket.2 

 A child can go under the surface in a drowning situation in as little as 20 seconds, and can drown in mere 

minutes—all of which often occurs noiselessly.3 

 For every child who drowns, an additional four are hospitalized for near-drowning. As many as 20 percent of 

these near-drowning survivors will suffer from permanent, severe neurological disability.4 

These factors explain why 48 other states in the U.S. have enacted similar legislation to safeguard young 

children on the water. By contrast, an almost identical law has been in effect in our neighbor state Minnesota 

since 2005.  

Safe Kids is a network of organizations around the country and globe dedicated to protecting kids from 

unintentional injury, which is the number one cause of death for children in the United States. Our local and 

state coalitions number more than 400 across the country, working on a range of injuries from drownings to 

sports injuries. Our presence in Wisconsin is strong, with 12 coalitions led by Safe Kids Wisconsin at 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in Wausau. 

We thank you for your leadership in sponsoring the legislation and look forward to working with you towards 

its passage.  

Sincerely, 

 
Libbe Slavin  

Coordinator 

Safe Kids Wisconsin 
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